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“Bringing Out the Best…
  Good to Great”

Last month I introduced the 2007 theme for the Chamber as “Bring-
ing Out the Best.”  Being or becoming “the best” in any fi eld is not an 
accident or a matter of happenstance.  It is a matter of choice.

At the fi rst meeting of your 2007 Chamber of Commerce board, I gave 
each of them a copy of Jim Collins’ best selling book, GOOD TO GREAT: 
Why some companies Make the Leap…And Others Don’t.  Over 2.5 million 
hardcover copies of this book have been sold, and it has been translated 
into 32 languages.  Collins’ fi rst sentence in Good to Great sets the stage 
for the concepts in the remainder of the book: “Good is the enemy of 
great.”  One insight his researchers discovered is that ”greatness is not a function of circumstance.  Great-
ness, it turns out, is largely a matter of conscious choice.”

We are blessed in DeSoto with businesses of all sizes: large multi-national companies, small “Mom and 
Pop” businesses, and everything in between.  Greatness is not a matter of size.  Rather, as Jim Collins 
discovered I believe greatness is a matter of choice.

No matter what your business, let’s choose to be the best at what we do in this All-America City.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Simmons, Chairman
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Linda Zander — Zander Designs
Linda Zander has owned and operated a full service interior design fi rm for 

the last 21 years and established Zander Designs (formerly known as Chandler 
Designs) in 1985; primarily in the Plano and North Dallas area.

Linda has designed and remodeled some of the most prestigious homes in 
the DFW Area.  Linda moved to the beautiful City of Desoto in 2002 and has 
brought her talents to the homeowners of the greater South Dallas area.  Her 
design fi rm offers services to homeowners ranging from a full-scale make-over remodeling to a simple 
make-ready in order to sell your home.  

Linda also makes time to stay involved in the community by serving as Chair of the Keep DeSoto Beautiful 
Board as well as Chair for the Desoto Chamber of Commerce‘s largest fund-raiser, the Annual Awards Gala.

Linda is an ’83 graduate of Southern Vermont University with a B.S. in Business Management and main-
tains her membership in the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID). 

BILL RICHEY has been a real estate consultant with Keller Williams Realty almost 
from their opening in 2005.  Keller Williams is the largest real estate company 

in DeSoto with approximately 125 consultants.  I believe the most important part of 
real estate is listening to your client’s wants and needs.  Only then can I fi nd them 
the house of their dreams.  When selling a client’s home it is not enough to put out a 
sign: it is important to understand what they want out of the transaction and develop 
a marketing plan that meets their needs. To do this, Bill brings almost 20 years of 
fi nancial and marketing experience to bear for his real estate clients.  Bill has spent 
his entire business career in the Dallas area.  He received his BBA and MBA degrees 
from the University of Texas at Arlington and began his career with Republic Bank 

Dallas in their venture capital group.  He has worked in corporate fi nance and as chief fi nancial offi cer of 
Highgate Technologies, a small company in north Dallas.  Bill has lived in DeSoto for 16 years. He has been 
a member of the chamber for two years and is also a director of the Arlington Sportsman Club. 

If you are looking for a professional Realtor who will work hard for you, give Bill Richey a call.  “It is 
important to give back to the community in which you live.  In doing so, we can make DeSoto and even 
greater place to live and work.”  
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